
POLICY AND PROCEDURE    TOWN OF MARTENSVILLE 
 
NAME: STREET WIDTH DESIGN POLICY  NUMBER:  69-06 
 

1. PURPOSE: 
 
The Basic Planning Statement establishes a classification system and includes a 
map showing Arterial and Collector Streets. When subdivision applications for 
new developments are reviewed, local residential streets should also be 
considered to provide an integrated street system. 
 
Maintaining a smooth and safe traffic flow in the community is a major concern 
to the community. As new areas become developed, care must be taken to ensure 
an efficient flow of traffic and to minimize traffic on certain residential streets. In 
addition, when land is developed for industrial or highway commercial use, 
suitable transportation access must be maintained to highway No. 12. 
 

 
2. DEFINITIONS: 
 

“Arterial Street” – a street that serves major traffic flows between the principal 
areas of traffic generation with direct access to adjacent development being 
limited. 
 
“Collector Street” – a street that serves traffic between local and arterial streets 
with access to adjacent development generally allowed. 
 
“Local Street” – a street providing direct access to abutting properties along its 
length and not intended to carry through traffic, other than to adjoining streets. 
 
“Minor Street” – a local street not exceeding 500 meters in length and includes 
cul-de-sacs. 
 
“Street” or “Road” – includes all or any part of a culvert or drain or a public 
highway, road, lane, bridge, place, alley, square, thoroughfare, or way intended 
for or used be the general public for the passage of vehicles or pedestrians. 

 
3. GENERAL POLICY: 
 

a) The street system is classified in Map No. 2 Street Hierarchy within the Basic 
Planning Statement for Arterial and Collector streets. 

 
b) In new residential areas, street layout shall be designated to prevent high-

speed traffic with the use of such features as curvilinear streets, T-junctions, 
crescents and bays. 



c) Streets included in or adjacent to a proposed subdivision are to be classified 
with regard to present and future traffic requirements, adjoining uses and 
topography. 

 
d) Street lengths may not exceed 400 metres between intersecting streets unless 

Council accepts a greater length due to topography or special circumstances. 
 

e) The length of a cul-de-sac including the turning area may not exceed 150 
metres except when an emergency access is provided, in which case the length 
may be extended to 260 metres. 

 
f) The turning area in a cul-de-sac must be a minimum of : 

(i) 30 metres if the cul-de-sac is a street; and  
(ii) nine metres if the cul-de-sac is a lane. 

 
g) Lanes are required to: 

(i) be a minimum of six meters and a maximum of ten meters in 
width; and 

(ii) connect at each end with a street or another lane but if one end is 
to be permanently closed and by the nature of the subdivision 
design cannot be extended in the future, a turning area having a 
diameter or a width that is not less than three metres wider than 
the width of the lane is required to be provided. 

 
h) Walkways that are included in a proposed subdivision as secondary access are 

to be provided in such a way as to provide convenient pedestrian movement 
through the subdivision and to be of a minimum width of 1.5 metres. 

 
i) Every parcel in a proposed subdivision is required to be accessible from a 

street. 
 

j) A proposed subdivision that abuts a provincial highway as defined in The 
Highways and Transportation Act, 1997 must have: 

(i) access at a point approved by the Department of Highways and 
Transportation; or 

(ii) access provided to it by a street that connects with, or that can be 
connected with, the public highway system. 

 
k) If a subdivision abuts a provincial highway but does not have access to it, a 

buffer strip may be required between the provincial highway and the proposed 
subdivision. 

 
l) Streets shall be designed to provide convenient and safe access to all 

properties and to allow for the provision of drainage and utilities. The use of 
through streets shall be encouraged to connect adjoining areas for the delivery 



of public and emergency services. The following conditions and standards 
apply to the manner of laying out of streets: 

(i) streets other than cul-de-sacs are to be continuous or connected 
with an intersecting street;  

(ii) streets are to intersect as nearly as possible at right angles and 
street corners are to be rounded or cut off if considered necessary 
by the Development Officer or Council; and  

(iii) intersections sharing the same street as mentioned in clauses (i) 
and (ii) are to be at least 45 metres apart as measured from the 
centre point of each intersection unless the approving authority 
waives this requirement due to natural features. 

 
m) Every street is to be named or numbered in conformity with or continuation of 

an existing system of naming or numbering the streets in the vicinity as per 
the Martensville Civic Naming Bylaw. 

 
n) To provide for flexibility in design, alternative street width will be considered 

or may be required when extenuating circumstances are found to exist. This 
policy was drafted specifically to guide the design street widths appropriate 
for the land use and traffic conditions being created by a proposed 
development. Alternative designs may be requested by the developer or 
recommended by Town staff. Criteria are included to provide guidance in 
selecting the proper street design to match the expected conditions. If the 
alternative design exceeds the standard design for a particular street type, it 
shall be presumed to satisfy these requirements. In all other cases, the final 
decision shall rest with the Town Council. 

 
4. MINIMUM STREET RIGHT OF WAY WIDTHS: 
 

Arterial Streets: 30 meters 
Collector Streets: 22 meters 
Local Streets: 18 meters 
Minor Streets: 16 meter minimum 
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