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1. PURPOSE: 
The City of Martensville recognizes the opportunity for local residents to 
utilize the present storm water ponds located within our community parks and trail 
systems.  This policy is to increase awareness and understanding of recreational uses of 
storm water ponds. 

 
To ensure all water ponds/canals are used in a manner with the least amount of risk. 

 
2. PERMITTED ACTIVITIES: 

Subject to the conditions outlined in this policy, the storm water ponds shall be 
used as outlined below for summer/winter usage. 

 
Since storm water ponds help control flooding during heavy rainstorms, water 
quality cannot be guaranteed because the water ponds collect street runoff. 
Therefore, the ponds do not allow activities such as swimming, wading or diving. 

 
For public safety, any activity that may result in direct contact with water in the ponds 
and canals is not recommended and the City makes no representation on the quality of the 
water. 

 
A) Summer Permitted Uses: 

i) Canoeing, paddle boating and kayaking in designated areas with proper 
safety equipment. 

ii) Catch and release fishing in designated areas as posted. 
iii) Any interested group or individual will be allowed to use the ponds/canals 

for summer activities at their own risk. 
 

B) Winter Permitted Uses: 
i) Catch and release ice fishing in designated areas as posted. 
ii) Skating, broomball and shinny. 
iii) Any interested groups or individual will be allowed to use the 

ponds and canals for winter activities at their own risk. 
iv) Vehicles are not permitted on the ice. Small, push-model snow blowers 

are allowed. Any other ice clearing activities/equipment will require 
approval from the Recreation Community Services Department. 
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3. GUIDELINES: 
i) There shall be no motorized vehicles or boats allowed on the ponds or canals. 
ii) No individual shall be allowed to construct or place any shelter on the ponds or 

canals. Other than portable pop-up ice fishing shacks. 
iii) No individual shall be allowed on the ice unless the ice thickness is 8 (eight) 

inches or greater. 
iv) No swimming allowed in the ponds or canals. 

 
4. PROCEDURES: 

i) Ice thickness evaluation/management program shall be carried out by the Fire 
Department staff on a weekly basis until sufficient ice thickness has been reached. 
Specifically, the ice must be 8” to allow people on and 12” of blue ice to allow 
snow clearing equipment such as snow blowers less then 1000 lbs. Ponds that 
require larger snow clearing equipment will require additional testing by the fire 
department, as per the ice thickness chart found in Government of 
Saskatchewan’s best practices for ice roads. Once the desired thickness has been 
reached testing will be discontinued.  

ii) The City shall post the guidelines on city webpage regarding usage only for the 
ponds and canals that are designated by the City. 

iii) The City shall supply, install and maintain the signage for the ponds and canals 
and shall update the signage at these ponds/canals to indicate whether or not it is 
now authorized for use. 

iv) The City shall maintain the ponds and canals only for those ponds and canals 
designated by the City for usage. 

v) Users of ponds/canals that are not designated by the City are responsible for their 
own maintenance. 

 
The City shall use motorized equipment on the ponds/canals for maintenance on those 
ponds/canals maintained by the city. 
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