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FEEDBACK

As vaccination for COVID-19 begins across the province, the 
supply of vaccines that we need is slow to come. While over 
35,000 people have received the vaccine, until significantly 
more people are vaccinated, we need to support our health 
system and health care workers by continuing to follow the 
social distancing guidelines that are recommended, and that 
we wash our hands often and wear a mask in all public places. 

Our case rate here in Saskatchewan remains high. Our public 
health experts are telling us that many of the new cases are 
coming from those who are not complying with the safety 
guidelines that are in place, as well as from funerals, weddings 
and other gatherings. If this trend continues, our hospitals will 
continue to be face space pressures, and deaths will continue.  

To keep our case numbers down and protect those who are 
most vulnerable to the virus, we all need to very cautious about 
attending gatherings of any kind. 

Our health officials tell us keeping our testing up remains very 
important. They are asking us to get tested if we experience any 
COVID-19 symptoms, even if they are very mild. Please call the 
HealthLine at 811, or your family physician, and take the online 
self-assessment at www.saskatchewan.ca/COVID19 to arrange 
for testing. 

Continue to watch for the Mayor’s update “Keeping in Touch 
with Residents”, our Facebook Page as well as resources from 
the Province and Saskatchewan Health Authority for all of the 
latest updates on COVID-19. 

Each year, the City of Martensville provides residents with 
an update on activities that were conducted throughout 
the previous year to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
the community, in the areas of Governance, Culture, Social, 
Environment and Economy. The 2020 Report to the Community 
and accompanying video will be released in the near future. 
Last years’ Report to the Community can be seen on the home 
page of our website at www.martensville.ca.

Some highlights from 2020 included:

•  The 2020 Budget was approved. The budget included an 
investment of just over $3 million for capital projects including 
$1.5 million for roadways. The budget also included further 
enhancements to recreation facilities including the Sports 
Centre and pathway paving in Kinsmen Park. 

•  The City reacted to the government declaration that the 
Province was in an official state of emergency due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic by sharing COVID-19 prevention 
guidelines from the Saskatchewan Health Authority with 
residents. The Fire Department and the Martensville 
Emergency Measures Organization (EMO) worked to update 
the city’s all-hazards EMO plan to include a Pandemic Plan in 
response to the world-wide escalation of the COVID-19 virus. 

•  A new communication tool, “Touching Base With Residents – 
Message from the Mayor” was created to share information 
with residents on COVID-19 in Saskatchewan, safety/
prevention guidelines being issued by the Province, and 
measures the City was using to respond to the pandemic.

•  The City partnered with the Prairie Sky Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Warman to create a Business Task Force 
to support local businesses through the pandemic. This 
network was aimed at informing businesses about programs, 
navigating those programs and also sharing positive ideas 
and strategies so businesses can adapt. The Business Task 
Force is still in place.

•  A number of road repair projects were completed – 8th 
Avenue North, Centennial Drive South, McCormack Road, 3rd 
Street South, 5th Street North, and others. 

•  The City announced a new public private partnership with 
Canwest Commercial and Land Corp. and North Prairie 
Developments Ltd., that would see the City’s future multi-
purpose recreation facility the anchor attraction at Trilogy 
Ranch, a new major 680-acre residential and commercial 
development located just west of Highway 12 and bordering 
the City’s current west boundary. Canwest and North Prairie 
Developments contributed the land for the facility to the City 
of Martensville, which was valued at approximately $3 million.

These are just a few of the highlights that will be included in the 
Report. The full Report will be available at Martensville.ca under 
City Hall in the coming weeks.  

COVID REMINDERS

2020 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY COMING SOON!
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WINTER WONDERLAND! 
Winter Wonderland is a series of events and workshops designed for families 
to enjoy outdoor winter activities through to March. Activities will include 
cross country skiing, ice fishing, tobogganing, snow shoeing, fort building, ice 
sculpting, and ice skating. 

Information on events will be posted on the City’s Facebook Page. 
All Saskatchewan Health Authority and Government of Saskatchewan 
recommendations and safety guidelines will be followed.  

WINTER PROGRAM GUIDE

Have you received your Winter Program Guide?  To register click on Program 
Registrations on the home page at Martensville.ca. The Guide 
can be found on online at Martensvill.ca under Parks and Recreation – 
Recreaton Activities.  

SCHOOLS OUT! PROGRAM

Are you looking for something fun for your children to do over 
February break? From February 16-19, Schools Out! Programs will be offered 
for children ages 5-12. Programs include both physical activities and science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) projects. To see the full list of 
available times or to register, visit our home page at Martensville.ca and click 
on Program Registrations.

CROSS COUNTRY SKI RENTALS

From February 6-14th you can borrow cross country skis from the MAP and 
hit the local trails. Skis are available on a first come first serve basis. Contact 
jmcculloch@martensville.ca for more information! 

FIRE & ICE CREATIONS WORKSHOP
Presented by Winter Wonderland, this workshop is for children and adults to 
learn about ice carving from the amazing ice carvers at Fire & Ice Creations. 
The Fire and Ice Creations workshop can be registered for by contacting the 
MAP or by registering online.

FREE LITERACY PROGRAM

READ Saskatoon is offering some free programming to residents of 
Martensville. This includes fun, interactive literacy activities for kids ages 3-5 
and their caregivers. Call (306) 652-5448 or visit www.readsaskatoon.ca for 
more information. 

2021 WINTER ACTIVITIES
While COVID-19 may be limiting our indoor winter sports 
activities, there are still a lot of ways to stay active in 
Martensville this winter. Here are just a few of the events and 
activities you can participate in this winter. 

WATER LINE FREEZE UPS-SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS
If you have an interruption of water service to your home, you may have a 
waterline freeze up.  

If you experience a waterline freeze-up, or any other interruption in service, 
please call (306) 931-2166 to report your issue. 

Outside of regular business hours, please follow the prompts to be transferred 
to the emergency afte-hours contact.

Thank you for your co-operation!

SNOW REMOVAL REMINDERS 
Our Snow Removal Program aims to ensure our roadways are clear for 
both emergency vehicles, and for residents to access goods and services 
in the community.

•  Watch for snow removal postings: To remove snow quickly and efficiently, 
crews need to have access to roads that are clear of vehicles. If you plan to 
be away from your property, please remove your vehicles from City streets. 
Vehicles left on the street when snow removal is to occur are ticketed and 
towed according to our Traffic Bylaw. 

•  Stay clear of sanding trucks and snow removal equipment: Sanding and 
snow removal equipment make frequent stops and can change direction at 
any time. If you are near or behind equipment, please stay back 15 meters to 
ensure the machinery can safely operate and sand can be spread without risk 
to your vehicle.

•  Snow dump area is restricted: The snow dump area located along 10th 
Avenue South is a restricted area for use by city crews and contractors to 
dump and pile snow. This is not a recreational area and we ask that the 
public remain out of these areas for your own safety. 

WINTER SAFETY REMINDERS With a few months of colder weather remaining in 2021, here are some important
winter reminders. 
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SNOW AND ICE SAFETY 
While city crews work to clear streets of snow and ice, residents can play a role 
in keeping our streets safe in the following ways: 
-  Do not shovel, blow, or push snow from private property onto the street – this 

causes snow ridges on your driveway when our plow cleans your street.
-  Do not plow or pile snow on streets – this can block access to manholes and 

watervalves and be a safety hazard.  
-  Clear your driveways in advance of the city’s snow clearing operations - this 

helps our operators clear your street more efficiently. 
-  Do not park your vehicle in an area where it could obstruct snow removal 

procedures  this hinders our operations and could result in a snow ridge 
blocking your vehicle in place. 

-  Do not leave large piles of snow at the corners of driveways – this snow can 
be caught by a raised snow-gate blade and topple over into your driveway 
or the street. Prevent snow from piling up on the front of your driveway by 
moving it near your tree/lawn areas behind your walkway. 

-  Ensure fire hydrants clear of snow, parked vehicles, and other obstructions. 
Clearing snow from the hydrant helps keep hydrants visible and easily 
assessable which will save valuable time in the case of an emergency. 

The City’s Snow Clearing Priority Map is available online at Martensville.ca.
Thank you for working with us to keep our streets as clear and safe as possible 
during the remaining winter months! 

SNOWMOBILE SAFETY REMINDERS  
Remember that snowmobiles are not permitted in the City’s parks or on 
pathways. Our parks and pathways are designed for walking, cross-country 
skiing, tobogganing and other recreational uses, and public safety in these 
areas cannot be compromised. In addition, snowmobiles can cause damage to 
trees, shrubs and grass. Help us keep our parks and pathways safe
and beautiful! 

KEEP YOUR WATER BILL ACCURATE
High levels of snowfall in the winter season can make the touchread dial, 
‘black box’ or ‘pucks’ in some areas difficult to access for water meter readers. 
This slows down the reading schedule and leads to homes not being read. 

Delays in meter reads can cause higher bills for property owners because of 
higher days of usage often factoring into the estimate and including months 
with typical higher water usage into the average. 

You can help us and help keep your water bill accurate by keeping areas 
around the black boxes free of snow or obstacles so meter readers can quickly 
and easily take a read and move to the next property.  If this is not possible, 
you can also submit your own meter read between the 20th and 24th of each 
month to ensure accurate billing. 
Information on how to read your meter on Martensville.ca. You can submit 
your reading by:
 
• Contacting City Hall by phone or in person, Utility Billing (306) 683-5556 
• Email utilityclerk@martensville.ca 
• Utilize the ‘Submit Meter Read’ Button on Martensville.ca

PETS AND WINTER WEATHER 
If your pet spends time outdoors during cold winter days, consider these 
guidelines and several signs to watch for to ensure your pet is comfortable 
and safe.
Temperature guidelines
•  Certain breeds of ‘sled dogs’ can remain outside for hours, not all dogs fare 

as well in cold and snow.
•  Cold temperatures should not become a problem for most dogs until 

it falls below -7°C at which point cold adverse dogs might begin to be 
uncomfortable.

•  Small breed dogs, dogs with thin coats, or very young, old or sick dogs 
should be given special attention when the temperature goes below 0°C.

•  The dangerous weather threshold for outdoor play is -10°C to -15°C no 
matter the breed of dog.

•  Once temperatures get below -6°C, health problems like hypothermia and 
frostbite are possible.

•  Cats should not be left outside. 
•  Provide a shelter for your dog if it is outdoors for part of the day for any 

reason. Ensure the shelter is dry, draft free, and large enough for them to 
move comfortably but small enough to hold in body heat. Have the floor 
elevated and covered with cedar shavings or straw. The doorway should be 
covered with waterproof burlap or heavy plastic.

• Ensure your dog has access to unfrozen water and fresh food.
•  Be with your pet outdoors and watch for signs if your animal is getting 

uncomfortable. Observe if your dog is shivering, acting anxious, whining, 
slowing down, searching out warm locations, or holding up one or more 
paws.  At this point, it is time to head indoors.

•  Extreme signs of discomfort and coldness include frostbite on the tips of the 
ears or discolored paws.

•  Consider protecting your pet against the cold temperature by bundling them 
up in dog jackets or booties.

• Do not leave a pet in a cold vehicle.

Remember to clean up after your pet – even in winter!
Aside from being unsightly, pet feces can expose other pets to viruses such 
as the parvovirus. Let’s keep our pathways clean and safe for everyone and 
their pets. Remember to bring along a baggy or find one in one of the stations 
along the pathways. 
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DECEMBER 8, 2020: COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
•  RCMP statistics for July to November 2020 versus the same period in 2019 

were reviewed. 
•  Administration requested feedback on public Facility and Administration 

Rates for 2021. Rates were scheduled to increase by 2% and 2.5%. Due to 
COVID-19, a motion was brought forward to leave rates unchanged for 2021.  

•  Paws Republic Centre for Pets boarding kennel and pet training facility, 
located on Centennial Drive South, wishes to operate and expand its training 
facility at 101 9th Street North. No opposition to the request was received 
regarding the discretionary use request at this address. A motion was 
brought forward to approve the request. 

•  A builder for the Affordable Housing project has come forward; more 
information to come.

•  Discussions about market conditions, locations, and needs continue to take 
place at meetings of the Regional Task Force, which was created to support 
businesses through the pandemic. 

DECEMBER 15, 2020: REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS
•  Council voted in favour of leaving Facility & Admission Rates unchanged for 2021. 
•  Council approved the discretionary use application at 101 9th Street North 

(Paws Republic Centre for Pets) 
•  Council authorized the Mayor to sign the agreement with Prairie Sky Strategy to 

supplement work toward the multi-purpose recreational facility .
•  Council denied a request for an abatement on property taxes paid for 248 

Cowan Crescent as the regular appeal period had passed. The property 
owners may submit a request to Council to formally determine if an error 
had been made on their tax calculation.  

JANUARY 12, 2021: COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
•  A request for a tax abatement for the property at 248 Cowan Crescent was 

received. It was determined the property had been incorrectly assessed 
resulting in a higher tax bill and a motion was brought forward to refund the 
overpaid taxes.

•  Council was presented a proposed updated Code of Ethics Bylaw. The 
updates include wording changes to Ethical Conduct. Additional wording 
changes were identified and the item will be brought back to Council for a 
further review.

•  A local business is working with North Ridge Developments to subdivide and 
develop a commercial property along Main Street and Mirond Road which 
requires the property to be zoned as C2A Commercial. It is currently zoned 
as Future Urban Development. The Future Land Use Map in the Official 
Community Plan shows this area as Future Commercial Use. The Zoning 
Bylaw Amendment will be presented to the next Regular Council meeting for 
first reading.

JANUARY 19, 2021: REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS 
Council approved a tax abatement for the property located at 248 Cowan 
Crescent due to an error in assessment. 

•  Council approved the Mayor and City Manager to sign the P4G Occupancy 
Agreement agreement.

•  City Council approved the Declaration of Eligibility for the Municipal 
Revenue Sharing Grant.
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