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New Updates on Aeration Repairs at the Waste Water Lagoon Facility    April 13, 2017 
 
This information is an update to the April 12th news release on the actions taking place after the 
Aeration Building Fire of March 9th.   

On March 9th, a fire destroyed 3 large compressors which are used to aerate the waste water 
treatment system that ensures proper treatment and reduces odour.  

Reducing odour is the top priority to ensure comfort for all residents.  Interim measures have 
been taken, this includes implementing a diesel powered air compressor that was installed 
hours after the fire.  However the absence of the large compressors that run the fine bubbler 
system that was installed in 2015 challenge the ability to reduce odours that occur naturally 
during the treatment process. 

Expected timelines to completely restore aeration capacity are as follows: 

- The Motor Control Centre (MCC) which runs and regulates power to the 
compressors will be in on May 17th.  

- 2 of the 3 compressors are expected back at the Lagoon Facility within 2 weeks and 
will be installed and commissioned with the MCC on May 17th. 

- 1 remaining high capacity compressor is expected back at the Lagoon Facility in 
approximately 11 weeks. 

We have commenced peroxide treatment to enhance oxidation through the treatment process.  

 We emphasize reducing odour is our primary concern throughout these operations. We are 
working to restore aeration levels as quickly as possible to return treatment to normal and 
control odour from the Lagoon Facility.  
 
The City thanks you for your patience during this period.    

Why does the system need to be aerated?  
The waste water treatment process uses microbes to digest waste in a low oxygen 
environment, which results in undesirable scents. When the system is aerated properly, the 
process is slowed, which reduces odours.  
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Will the lagoon smell until the repairs are complete? 
Residents may notice an increase in odour coming from the Facility until the repairs are 
complete. Decreasing odour from the waste water treatment process has always been our 
priority. In 2013, the City increased the level of monitoring to identify adjustments that could 
be made to the treatment process to reduce odours, and we will continue to work towards this 
goal. 

Future plans for managing waste water  

In 2014, Martensville entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Saskatoon 
to partner in the delivery of water and treatment of wastewater. Saskatoon owns and operates 
a plant capable of providing better quality in waste water treatment, and has capacity to 
manage our City’s growing waste water needs.   

In 2015, a preliminary engineering feasibility study was completed which determined that the 
cost required to move water and waste water between Martensville and Saskatoon is about 
$22 million. The City of Martensville applied for a federal provincial partnership grant under the 
New Build Canada Fund that would see 2/3 of the project funded. The project would address 
several key targets: 

• Odour control is a key target for both municipalities 
• Increase effluent quality into the South Saskatchewan River 
• Increase capacity to Martensville while maintaining capacity internal to Saskatoon 

In 2016, the province advised the project was being recommended to proceed and we were 
asked to submit a business case to the federal government. The business case was submitted 
and accepted in Summer 2016. We are now waiting for final Provincial approval on the project.  

 
Where can I get more information?
 
Any updates or additional information will be posted on the City of Martensville website 
(www.martensville.ca), and on the City of Martensville Facebook page. 
 
 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation! 

http://www.martensville.ca/

